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Improvements in or Relating to Table Coverings, 



This invention relates to table coverings, and in particular to such coverings 
which are particularly suitable for use in a commercial eating and/or drinking 
establishments such as restaurants or caffes. 

In such establishments it is well known to locate promotional material on the 
tables. This may be in the form of beer mats or it may be printed on place 
mats of paper or plastic. Inherently promotional materia! provided in this way 
is removable, and limited in scope. 

An object of the present invention is to provide a table covering which may be 
used to convert the table top into a promotional medium by providing a display 
on a chosen part of the table top, is not readily removed or damaged by 
customers, and yet may be replaced after a specified length of time. 

Thus according to the present invention a table covering for application to a 
table top to provide a display on a part only of the said table top comprises 
four layers, 

i) a substrate of release paper to be removed before application of the 
covering to a table top, 

ii) a semi-permanent adhesive layer to be in contact with the table top 

Hi) a carrier layer of clear polymer film having a thickness of not more than 1 00 
microns 

iv) a display layer which is printed on the carrier layer 

When the table covering of the present invention is applied to a table top the 
the layer (i) of release paper is removed from the table covering to allow the 
semi-permanent adhesive layer (ii) to adhere to the table top. When 
necessary any air bubbles which are trapped beneath the table covering may 
be forced out using a suitable roller or squeegee, 

The table covering of the invention may made to cover substantially the whole 
of the table top, but the display layer will be substantially less in area than the 
table, the positioning of the display layer in relation to the table top being 
chosen to suit the particular circumstances of the case, if desired the table 
covering may be of a shape and size to wrap over a part or parts of one or 
more edges of the tabfe top to vvhfch it is applied, but preferably the shape 
and size of each table covering in accordance with the invention Is such as to 
avoid the table covering having to be folded or pleated when it is applied to 
the table. 

If desired the table covering may be of a size and/or shape suitable to extend 
only over a part of a table top. 

The printed display layer of the covering may extend over substantially the 
whole area of the table covering if the latter is to cover only a part of the tabfe 
top. On the other hand the display layer may be located on only a minor 
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™ e printed dispiay may " 

It is a feature of the invention that the nature of the table coverina is not to be 

Polymer film and the semi-permanent adhesive layer beneath are to be totellv 

S^SfV^ ° f the G 2 verin 9 thus bein 9 * mature S?a flnta^ 
IS ? or « ,,s / eason the thickness of the film is important the 

preferred thickness of the dear film being in the ranoe 10 to 
more preferably 15 to 70 microns. The pti£££3 for ie "fi m is SSblv 
flexible thermoplastic polyester such as polyethylene terephthalate (PET^ V 

In use the table covering of the invention is to be replaced at reqular intervals 
of, for example, one month. Hence the role of the semSrmanlnt %SSEbL 
to gnp the table top securely whilst the table covering te fruSTSr 235, 
complete removal and replacement of the table covering at toe IS of toi 
2hSSE n ° d - ^ adheSiV6S are ™ ter d ^ ^rba^?acry.ic 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention the table coverinq includes a 
second layer of polymer film which is to protect the Printed lavS IS* %^ 

ZZ*?* Pnnt 5 dl ? p,ay ,ayer by ™" » f * ■^^^<Wh2^ Thf 
second layer of polymer film is to be of material approved tor ft££ contact 

SlSon y s ' he 5eC ° nd laySr ° f p0lymer film has a «**ne« in the range 5 to 



oamer layer of polymer Sim is itself thin, and some oredsion is 
required in applying the table covering to the table too in aftirtS 
embodiment of the invention an additional layer ^raLse paoWrTs nmvH-H 

hand,^ of me ^SC^KSr* 



May 04 14:47 Guy Buckley +44 - 1 B29 -8 1 34B2 p.B 

-3- 



The invention wH! now be described in more detail by way of example with 
reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 
Figure 1 is a sketch showing a magnified cross section of a part of a table 
covering according to the invention 

Figure 2 is a sketch showing a plan view of a rectangular table covering in 
accordance with the invention 

Figure 3 is a sketch showing a plan view of a circular table covering in 
accordance wrth the invention on a table top. 

The table covering shown in figure 1 consists of a substrate 1 of release 
paper, a layer of semi-permanent adhesive 2 on a carrier layer of polymer 3 
bearing a printed display layer 4 y and, glued over the printed layer 4 by means 
of a second layer of adhesive 5, a second layer of polymer film 6. 

The semi-permanent adhesive of layer 2 is a solvent based water clear acrylic 
adhesive and layer 2 has a thickness of approximately 25 microns. 

The carrier layer 3 is made from a commercially available clear PET film 
having a thickness of 38 microns, printed on which is the printed layer 4, 

The printed display layer 4 is protected by the second layer of polymer 6 
which is made from clear oriented polypropylene film having a thickness of 
approximately 8 microns- The adhesive layer 5, by means of which the 
second polymer layer is attached, is made from a clear EVA adhesive. 

Figure 2 shows in plan from above, a rectangular table 7 bearing a table 
covering 8 extending only over the central "spine" of the table top. In this 
embodiment the carrier layer of clear PET film may wrap over the ends of the 
table top (not shown) and carries a printed layer which extends over the whole 
area of the carrier Jayer which is on the top surface of the table. 

Figure 3 is a plan view showing a circular table covering 9 in position on a 
circular table top 10. The table covering is also circular and its size is such 
that the edge 1 1 of the carrier layer of clear polymer film is 10mm from the 
edge of the table top. 

The printed area of the table covering is a small area 12 in the centre of the 
table covering 
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Claims 

1. A table covering for application to a table top to provide a display on a part 
only of said table top, said covering comprising four layers 

cove S ring tot SSS^T ***** t0 * rem ° Ved ^ app, * atlon of the 
fi) a semi-permanent adhesive layer to be in contact with the table too 
100 iScrons ayei " ^ C,eaf p °* ymer fifm hav,n 9 a not more than 

iv) a display layer which is printed on the polymer film 

2. A table covering according to claim 1 in which the table coverina is made to 
cover substantially the whole of the table top, but the displa^ teyeTfe 
substantially less in area than the carrier layer. 

« £2£? ^^"S adding to claim 1 which is of a size and/or shape 
suitable to extend only over a part of a table top 

4 A table covering substantially as described herein in relation to anv of the 
accompanying drawings. y OT tne 
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